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The	writing	process	is	probably	a	familiar	one	to	most	of	us.		
	

	
	
We	get	it:	somehow,	kids	are	supposed	to	come	up	with	great	ideas	before	sorting	and	organizing	them	into	a	
cohesive	draft.	Then,	they	diligently	shoulder	through	the	revisions,	the	editing	(yes,	revision	and	editing	are	
different,	honey)	and	then	they	generate	a	real‐world	product	vested	with	meaning	and	pride.	
	
The	best	practice	for	writing	is	just	writing.	It’s	a	hard	sell	for	some	kids.	The	idea	of	not	really	being	“done”	is	
scary	enough	for	grownups;	no	wonder	it	results	in	routinized	boredom	(at	best)	or	disengagement	(at	worst)	
with	others.	
	
But	wait	for	it:	There	is	hope.	The	advent	of	Web2.0	provides	homeschooling	parents	with	literally	hundreds	of	
tools	to	vivify	the	writing	process	once	again.	Take	a	look	at	some	of	the	tools	below,	categorized	according	to	
each	stage	of	the	writing	process.	
	
Brainstorm	
http://www.spicynodes.org/	
This	site	allows	anyone	to	track	and	plan	their	thoughts	–	and	then	relive	them	live.	Use	the	nodes	to	connect	
and	expand	ideas,	save,	and	play	it	back	so	you	can	see	your	own	ideas	develop.	I	imagine	this	as	a	great	tool	for	
adding	more	information	throughout	a	research	project	or	for	building	rich,	descriptive	episodes	into	narrative	
writing.	
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Select	&	organize	
http://www.exploratree.org.uk	
There	are	thousands	of	graphic	organizers	out	there,	but	some	are	a	little	stale.	Exploratree	is	the	next	
generation	of	graphic	organizer.	With	dozens	of	templates	plus	customizable	shapes,	colors,	and	the	possibility	
for	collaboration,	this	site	is	actually	capable	of	capturing	thinking	as	it	happens	–	and	as	it	changes.	(Bonus	tech	
tool:	use	this	teaching	guide	for	additional	pointers	with	many	graphic	organizers.)	

	
	
Draft	
http://www.focusboosterapp.com/	
http://anti‐social.cc/	
The	same	tools	that	work	IRL	(in	real	life)	work	in	the	web	when	it	comes	to	drafting:	a	way	to	limit	distractions	
and	a	timer.	FocusBooster	(Macs	and	PCs)	sets	a	25‐minute	timer	and	then	alerts	the	user	to	take	a	five‐minute	
break.	AntiSocial	(Macs	and	PCs)	reduces	or	shuts	off	Internet	connectivity	for	a	user‐determined	amount	of	



time.	Used	in	tandem,	these	apps	will	have	your	writer	whipping	up	a	flurry	of	new	material.	(Bonus	tech	tool:	
try	Think	to	provide	your	writer	with	a	clean,	word‐processer	like	writing	environment.	Macs	only	for	now.)	

	
	
Revise	
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/topic/building‐up‐paragraphs	
Now	that	there’s	a	draft	in	place,	writers	have	to	think	about	showing	off	the	best	information.	I	love	the	BBC	
Skillwise	sites	for	all	things	writing	intensive	–	building	paragraphs,	editing	and	proofreading,	even	sentence	
and	word	grammar.	Watch	a	one‐minute	video,	play	a	game,	take	a	quiz,	print	off	a	worksheet	and,	all	of	a	
sudden,	paragraph	woes	are	a	thing	of	the	past.		
	

	
	
	
Edit	
http://grammarmancomic.com	



Almost	finished	and	pesky	punctuation	strikes	again.	Keep	your	writer	from	giving	up	with	Grammarman.	Read,	
watch,	and	listen	to	the	comics	and	complete	the	accompanying	exercise.	Click	for	the	answers	or	print	as	a	PDF.	
Once	your	writer	has	defeated	Sammy	Colon,	it’s	to	the	Batcave,	er…writing	desk.		

	
	
Publish	
http://www.bookemon.com/	
Kids	deserve	to	see	their	work	in	black	and	white.	Or	in	as	many	colors	as	they	can	imagine.	Bookemon	allows	
kids	to	make	books	for	free.	They	can	drag	in	their	own	images	or	PDFs	or	adopt	material	from	the	web.	Take	a	
look	at	the	‘Explore’	link	and	see	all	the	ways	that	writers	have	used	this	tool	–	from	informational	nonfiction	to	
space‐aged	mysteries	and	cookbooks	to	how	to	books.	Online	books	can	be	shared	or	converted	into	hard	copies	
and	purchased.		

	
	


